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WHATEVER the dilappolntment may have 
been of thofe very worthy charadlers, who, 
for years back, with a laudable, unwearied, and 
an unexampled zealoufnefs, endeavoured to pro- 
cure what is underftood by the word freedom^ that 
Ibmething oppofite to flavery, for the negroes in 
our colonies, which they fear is more remote than 
they had reafon to expeft from an early, refolu- 
tion of the Houfe of Commons, they muft, 
notwithftanding the teUiporary defeat of their 
plan, feel the confblation of having difchargeda 
duty, in their conception, juftly due to themfelvcs 
and to mankind. 

A % To 
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1^0 ttiofe very honourable men who oppofed th€ 
abolition of the flave trade, I have to acknow-^ 
]e(^ tbtt much msij be faid in iuppert of theur 
ideas, fo far as tbey went to prevent the immedi- 
ate, unqualified abolition of the trade; as well 
on grounds of juftice to the planter, as of huma- 
nity to the unfortunate Africans ; and as it appears 
to me, with all due deference, that immediate 
abolition, \vitho(it a iiibftitdtiota 6{ f*:vices, if 
we are to confider the iflands of confequence to 
the mother country and of right to their proprie- 
tors, would be as unteafonable, as the ufual con- 
tinued llavery with its cruel and irrational conco- 
mitant attendants, is degrading to humanity ; 
therefore I pray the kind indulgence of my read- 
ers; for when I confider the great pains which 
have been taken, and the unprecedented refearches 
wbich have been irialde for ye^rs back to bring 
this vety impbrfaiit mattdr fahly before the pub- 
lic, by wife and gobd 'men, I feel that deficiency, 
which, when truly conceived, muft rendermre the 
lefs capable of commitfing iny thoughts to * paper 
on a fubje6l of fuch magnitude, comprehending 
juftice in its mercy;" the nfitore 'pattiCufarly as it is 
impofilble, under the prefent jarring opinions, not 
to differ fi-om fome perfons which my hmlianUy''(if 
any I poflefs) prompts me 'to love and lefteem, 
and from others, for whofe general opinions I 
have due reverence, and whofe goodnefs of heart- 
I can bear teftimony to; But as I hare *reifon 

to 
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to know that the cruelties moft undcfervedly and 
Kacvikgioufly infiidied on the doomed wretches, 
from their captivity, or fentences until their deaths, 
w«re :the iirft motives .for applying for the abo- 
lition ; and as the apprehenfion of lofing colo- 
nial property now, and hereafter, induced others 
to oppoie it; my ciFort, with as much brevity as 
I -am capable of, ihall be (with great deference 
to the pains-taking and learned on the fubjedl), 
to throw out fuch rude outlines as they, in their 
wifilom, :raay rejedl or improve on. 

I pray.that thofe who wifli for the traders abo- 
lition may not fuppofe me guilty of fupporting its 
protradion, or connect me with thofe perfons 
wfaofe reafons for its continuance are, that it is 
mediately interwoven with our national andr^com- 
mercial interefts, and immediately with thiwe of 
the planters : as to its operation on the latter, 
that may defcrve fome confideration 5 aild I hope 
it will appear, by my fuggeftions, that I have-not 
Joft fight of their interefts; but if, by the priva- 
tion of happinefs, comfort, and every principle 
of ifooial order and feeling humanity, we are only 
for afingle hour to continue a traffic (by pre- 
fcribing a few palliatives) which fhould never 
have been, began, big with inexpiable cruelty, 
cunning, and difgrace, left the planters fliould 
fofFer,, we fliall not have to boaft of that difinte- 
tij^ednefs which has ever been the pride of Bri- 
tain : 
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iain : hence it is, that I wifli to fteer tkt middli? 
way — holding forward the means'of cultivation^ 
but connedling the labourer's interefls, his happi- 
nefs, and his aclual protedlion, with the planter's 
profits. 

Not being accuflomed to remonftrate with great 
dnd awful aiiemblies, I hope the intention of be- 
ing ufeful by intjoducing fny mite, will plead the 
beft exciife for want of local informaition and 
defect of ufual method; for I fear my exertions,.; 
in this^ as in other cafes, from the novelty and 
peculiarity of my mode, may in fome meafure de- 
feat its intentions. 

'A 

1 beg to commence, without further apology, 
with a few pofitions — ^viz. that the Weft Indian 
iflands are, .or ^ are not, of confequence to the 
Hate and to their domeftic ot abfcnt proprietors 5 
if the former, that muft bear an , adequate pro- 
portion to their culture and produce : if they 
are to be cultivated — quere, by whom ? whether 
by thofe whofe conftitutions are more congenial 
to the climate, furcharged atmofphere, and foil, 
and who are gratified with the innoxious produc- 
tive colonial diet — or by others, to whom ,the 
former are baneful, and the latter would not 
prove fatisfying? From thefe pofitions may be 
deduced what, with unafFedted diffidence, I hold 
as rcafonable and humane— firft, that fo long as 
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wc retain .thefelcolonies,- their value miift bear 
|)roportion to their produce, iwhich Ihould be ob- 
jtained by means the leaft objedtionable in a hu; 
mane fenfe, worthy a great people and an en- 
lightened age : for I pray it may be underftood, 
that the African is not lefs dear to me than the 
Eur op early and that the fole reafon I have fo'r cul- 
tivating the plantations by him, rather than by the 

/Hatter, is, that the climate is in every fenfe to him 
more congenial ; that nature has provided him with 
tjfet peculiarity of ikin/ and inceflant oleoits tr/infuda-- 
fion conne6leji' with tfanfpirable matter, calcu- 
lated toyefift the fcorching rays of the fun, and 

/•■fliftom has led him to live i principally on diet of 
the vegetable and fi^rinacqpus kinds, affording 



i 



foQJd luiiiciently nutritious, refifting putrefadlion, 
and correiftive Or bilious and malignant acrimo- 
pies : therefore I am to fuppofe, even on the 
ground^ of -humanity/ that by Africans born, or 
Cifeoles, the culture fhould principally be carried 
on. But the great and defirable matter is, to 
have that done in fuch manner as to prevent, in 
.as much as poffible, the cruelties complained 
of; to 'render i; the ftate of the human being fa- 



ther a tnatter defirable than dreadful ; to hold in 
view the day 'of freedom for him and his poftc- 
rity,' W:ith the well-founded expe<9:ation, on that 
day, of enj6ying common interefts with others 
of the ' flate ; all jJVhich muft induce his love 
for the foil, its culture, and defence; for, from 

/ my 
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my own knowledge, with boidnefs I can flate, 
fufceptibilitjr, conception, and reafon, not to be 
incompatible with thofe even of the Torrid Zone; 
nor has the microfcopic ej-e of the^ moil accurate 
anatomifi: been able to diAinguiih a more perfe6l 
Itrudure or arrangement to conftitutc quickne& of 
perception and the powers of judgment in the 
brain or nervous filaments of the white^ than in 
thofe of the black or mulatto ; but to haAour 
the idea (for a fingle moment) of its being proper 
to continue the growth of early-created luxuries, 
by uiage made neceflaries, ta gratify and cnricb 
fome^at the everlafting cxpenfe ,of otheus (I may 
truly fay of innocents), would* be to demand, a 
debt unjuftly due, and mercileflly to extort it ;-— 
by allotting the fweet as the portion of th^ 
epairej the bitter that of the doomed- flarV^— <x;'* 
travagant prefumption 1 

I by no means come forward to fiipport all iht 
charges of cruelty, ioconfideration, and fiilfe pOf- 
licy, made againfl thofe concerned either in the 
purchafe in Africa, in harbours, on the {^ai&ge, 
or in the plantations; as, admitting but om-tenih 
of them to be true, 4 humanity cries aloud for 
their abolition ; but as it cauft be admitted by the 
very advocates for the trade> that many of tbclle 
ouJteages have been in£[i<9bed on thi^fe uidfortuDat^ 
people, humanity muft rejoice at finding that> coor 
fiftent with the advailtage* of thacolonjesji % d^ 

I gree 



( 9 ) 

.t 

gfee of liappine^^when compared with their hitherto 
Vrctchednefs, may be cfFcftcd ; which is the great 
land defirable obje6i df thoie who feek the trade's 
abolition. 



fi 



So much has been &id on the firft motives and 
knode of carrying on wars on the Jlave-producmg 
€oniinen$\ of the artifices and execrable practices 
ufed in the obtaining of thoufands of thofe doomed 
wretches, and fo many (perhaps fome weil-fouhded) 
defences fet up in oppolition to thefe charges, that 
the human mind muft rather wifh the latter to be 
true than to iuppofe^ for a moment, that any mian, 
^or body of men, could be found (be their falfely- 
fuppofed ifitetefis over fo great), who would wilh 
to continue inftrumental to the deftrudlion and 
extindion of thbfe neceflary fenfations founded in 
true charity, /^ love for one anoither. Juftice 
pofidyely dire As us not to do another the injury 
we Aould not choofe he ihould do unto us : but 
•f chanty directs more, viz. to do that good to others, 
we would wifh they fliould do^to us. 

The principal matters which I beg to mention as 
;, the ground- work of my plan, are comprehended 
under the following heads : thofe pratfticable in 
this kingdom to be executed, by the direction, or 
under the infpedion of a fit and proper officer, or 
officers, to be fpecially appointed by his Moft (Gra- 
cious 'Majrfly for that yurpofe. 

B ifl.Thc 
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lit. The permitting only fhips of certain dimet^- 
^lions and qualifications to be employed in the trade; 
and that thefe Ihips, when fo approved by the 
proper officer, ftiould be fitted up on the principle 
of health and convenience (however, connedting 
-therewith, the neceflary fecurity),and'fuited to their 
cxa6l jpurpofes, for which they lliould be regiftcre^ 

and entered. 

• . > 

sdly. That not only the veflels tonnage fiiould 
be fitted, but the aerial J^ace intended to be occu^ 

.pied by the Africans (this being the true line to be 
governed by), as fome fhips of Hvo or three hundred 
tons have loftier ^ecks, confequently poflefs more 
habitable ipace than {\\\]fs o( four or Jive hundred 
tons^ independent of the advantages of extending 
their limbs, and having, in the lofty decked fhips^; 

, their own foul exhalations out of the reach of their 
breatliing. * ■ 

• • •/ 

3dly. A Iketch of the fhip's decks ftiould be pro- 

vided and annexed to the fliip's regifter at the port 

from whence ftie takes her departure, fpecifying the 

,xjuantity. of aerial fpace within each diyifion,- or 

;apartment, intended for the carrying of Africaq*^; 

. i^iore than which fhould not be taken in, . howey^ 

4rfte?ible according to their fizes ; nor ftiould th/e 

.jRiaflcr of the veffel, nor any other perfon coqcernecj, 

.under thc-pcnalt'y of a fpepified finc,..or;imprifoo-. 

ment. prefume to parrov^r^ . , ^Itcr^ or otlierwii^ 

It: 4 k ' ' ' change. 
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ttatige, thofe vMoWtA Jlave apartments^ calculated 
for th€ Ipecific numbers, as firfi Hated, other than 
by removing the partitions, or bulk -heads, to add 
to their better accommodation, or opening fpaces 
for the better fupplying tliem witli air ; nor fhould 
it be. permitted for the mailer, or other perfon^ 
direcSlly or indire<SIy, to apply any part,' or parts, 
of the allotted fpaces alluded to for any other pur- 
pofe than the accommodation of the number of 
perfons intended for each, other than that, incaie 
of ficknefs, it may become neceffary for the furgeon 
to leflen the number of thofe in the difeafed apart* 
ment, or otherwife render it, or a part of it, com- 
modious for the diieaied : but the true iotent and 
meaning of the law fhould be, that not one inch 
of the original allotted fpacc (hall be withheld from 
the rateable number of Africans, allowing to each 
perfon of -^fiz'e or ftaturc, — cubical feet of aerial 

• * 

ipace. 

4thly. The provifions, as well thofe intended for 
the Africans, as for the crew, fhould be fubjedl to 
the infpecftion of the proper board, or officer, pre* 
vious to the Ihip's leaving this kingdom; and 
any matter not being .y&w«J, ivell favedf or fuited 
for; fuch intended purpofe, and the length of the 
voyage, fhould be forthwith, if on boards removed 
fro.m the (hip ; and fuch officer fhould have power 
to infpeiSl all fuch intended provifions before they 
are embarked^ in. order that he may counfel and 

B a advifc 
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ndvilk t^kh the perfqns concerned itl fuch fuppTy 
of tidualling, to prohibit, if ncccfliiry, the fending 
of improper prdvifions, or retaining pr fending bad 
water on board : this, if icnipuloufly s^nd can^ 
^dly executed, will prevent the (perhaps juft) 
p4Uies pf complaint fo frequently made \xy tho 
crews of Ihips employed^in the fla?e ti'^d^- 

5thly and laftly. In refpedk to what Should be 
done previous to the ihip's failing for jifrica front 
uny port within Great Britain ; the dire^fting, in^ 
fpe^ling, or examining of&cer fo appointed Ihould 
bayp power to du'e6^ the laying m a fuppofed nc- 
ceffary quantity of the different matters fqr yen- 
dilating, and tbofe ufed with fafety in thefumit 
gating, add cleanl;ngVf fliips, and prcferving an4 
purifying wat6r ; and he ihould alfo hav^ power to, 
Examine and fee that the furgeon was fupplie4 
vrith the prpb^ble neceflary quantity of comfortai 
and medicine pr the difeafed. Biy thus attending 
fo th^ conCensL of thp healthful, and to thofe 
who might becoii^e diieaied, feveral o( the ^bufe^ 
f:omplained of^wpul4 bie jfuyy qbvi^te^r 

* Nes^t, in reipe<St iqAfrica\ the^atters to be exet 
puted there ar^ twofoldj» a§ ai^thofe in our Wei^ 
India cplonies, viz. the one in J^pca^ fp far as it 
^mprehends duties • and obligitipnSj obeyable by. 
the maflers of Britilh fhips, impofed by the Brilifli 
legifl^tare ; thp other, which cpncern^ the a>ndu6^ 
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of the Jfr'uau JUrt^e^^iner chanty aad can <xi]y bo 
meliorated by the humane and reafonablc ooa* 
liderations of the Ikitifh infpedHq^, officers, and 
by the purcha&rs, mailers, and crews in the Bri^ 
tiih fhips: iq like manner the Middle Paifago 
treatment may be made fubje<5t to the Britifh laws; 
but to the colonies, I believe, we are to apply (by 
fuggefting our ideas to them) for the completion of 
the moft praifcworthy, beneficent, ^nd heavenly zBc 
pf the eighteenth century. 

I beg to fuppoie, that as well in proper lituatloni 
on the GoU Cqa^, Cape, Coq^, Sec, as in the Gulf 
(if Betiin^ there are certain deputy, officers to be 
flatiQned (from whom it wonld be delightful to 
have reafon to exped): an bdnourable diicbar^e of 
duty) to which officer the ihip's arriical would na<f 
turally be announced, if not within a convenient 
diftance of the principal inipecStor of that coail 
pr diftrid ; her qualifications and capability woul4 
appear, and in bow much it correij^onded with th^ 
ihip*s or deck's draft annexed to th'^ regifier, which, 
if altered, would fqbjedt the ihip to a certain muld, 
pr the mafier, or other perfbns having authority 
)n the ihip, to l^ertain fines or puniihments ; and 
if water or provifipns were to be taken in, within 
bis (the infpcdtor's) diilri<SJ:, he (thp mfpedlor) Ihould 
have authority ■ to examine into the fame, and tn 
^dvile againd the introducing of any mat&r tainted, 
foul, or apparently pot fit for u& ; he ffiould iiccuf 

puloufly 
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pulotifly examine and fee tKaf f he Ihip was cTeanfed 
and newly whiteWafhed ; and that the* fpirit of the 
annexed general inftruAions for purifyibg Ihips 
l>e attended to; and that the mafteisof fhrps, ot 
purchafers of Africans, fhould not buy, under any 
pretence, or take on board, a wounded or maimed 
perfon ; and that he' fhould not be at liberty td 
purchafe, carry, or permit to be carried on board 
his ihip» a part or parcel of any individual family^ 
without purchaiing and aAually bringing the whol<i 
of fuch family (including parents and children, 

. brothers and lifters) to the precif^ colony where 
the whole of fuch are to be dif^fed of, under the 
penalty of fum for every fuch offence ; and he 
ihould alfo, or the Ihip, be fubjedl to penalty 

for each and every perfon above the allotted num-^ 
ber, according to the recited regifiry of atrial fpace, 
that he had taken on board ; and the local inipedl- 
ing officer fhould tranfifpit to the general infpefting 
officer, or governor of the coaft or difirift, an 

- cxaft ichedule of all fuch matters or obfervations as 
he had made; .touching the fhip's condition and 
cargo, from her firft arrival, to her departure from 
his diftrift ; which fchedule, docket, or certificate, 
fhould become rieccffary for the governor y or general 
infpeiiing qfficer^s perufal, previous to the fhip*S 
taking her final departure for the colonies, from 
the governor or general infpefting officer's own 
port or refidence, where the fhip and cargo fhould 
tittdergo a further infpeftion, tppreveut the poffi- 
X' . bilitjp 
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•biKty of defeatbg the humane and truly ^Ittical 
intentions of the legiilature. 

I heg to obferve^ that it fhould be made obliga* 

tory on the local infpedling of&cer, accurately to 

{)otnt out in his fchedule^ or report^ to the general 

inipedor, the precife manner in which the Africans, 

or purchafed peribns, were procured by the agents^ 

^(wnersj mqfiers^ or crews y . of the Britiih fhips^ in 

order to deter any perfon concerned from exer- 

cifing frauds^ deceptions ^ or cruelties, in procuring 

the perfons brought on board, or intended to be 

conveyed, diredly or indiredlly, in any manner, 

.away - from, the African coaft ; and previous to the 

,fhip requiring her clearance of failing ordei3 from 

,the harbour, or port^ of the general infpeSing officer 

of the coaft,. or diftridt, from whence flie ought to 

take her final depa];^ure, it fhould be neceflary that 

the matter, mate, and furgeon of the fliip (if fuch 

perfons are alive, if not, the next principal perfons, 

according to ufual rank in the fhip) Ihould make 

.path before the faid governor, or general infpe6tor 

.(who Ihould be empowered to adminifler the fame), 

touching the truth and veracity of fuch matters ^s 

Ihould be required of them refpe<5ling 'their general 

and fpecial duties towards the Africans, from the 

titoc of their, bargaining, or treating for them, or 

.bringing them on board j which affidavit Ihould be 

tranfmitted to the colony to which fudi fhip wa3 

bound, in order to warrant the greater probabilitjr 

■■■■■•"''* of 
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H>f its ttuth, as the faliebood of fuch an oath bein^ 
proved in a court of jufticc, it Ihould fiitje<5l thd 
perjured perfon, or perfons^ to fome exemplary 
Une and an ignominious punifhment ; the whole 
of fuch fine fliould be paid to the conviding party 
-on the guilt being fatisfadiorily prtJvcd ; or, in cafe 
«of incapability to difchargc the fame^ the judge of 
dbe court fhould have power to increafe the al* 
lotted puniihment^ whether by length of confine- 
went, fiikrjt, corftsral ftmjhmenty hard labour^ ot 
hxfnjhmmt ta South Wales ^ through the medium of 
Great Britain, the more to render it a matter of 
notoriety and heinoufnels ; and in ftich cafe of ifl- 
^sapabitity, the convicting larty ihonld receive the 
•quantity of the intended icwaid from the governor 
of the ifland where foch mi^tter was tried, or from 
the goremmcnt in Great Britain, on producing the 
proper certificate of the jtid||D before whom the 
Ikme was tried ; it being the intention, in either 
<»fe, that the gratuity fhould be paid by Great 
Britain, the ibetter, in all cafes, to itiduce the co- 
lonies to fecond and enforce the ^irit of tiie law 
without expenfe to themdfeSves, and to prevent their 
having lo eomp^ain of the leaft impofirion laid on 
by a Britilh padiament. 



/ ' 



The ne^e^, cruefties^ Tmpofitiohs^ and gene'i- 
*al breaches of the law, nt^t be tried in tht 
^colonies, where the evidence may be heft procured, 
$ind the pumlhments (except where ibemuli^ ate 

* Specified 
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specified, (if they are to be* fpecified), mighi 
Ibe left to the difcretion of the adjudging court, 
provided the fame (hould not exceed the quantity 
bf fines or puniihments awarded for iimilar crimes 
committed in the colony where fuch matters might 
fo happen, and be there tried. 

My ohjecSk being tft make every poffible pro- 
Vifion for the comfott and protediion of the African, 
as an Englifhman I mean to confine niyfelf to 
What tn^y appear to be within our power, viz. the 
choice of ihipping^ fitting, cleaniing, fumigating^ 
and airing them, allotting the Ihips according to 
their ^avf habitable fpaces^ confiftent with their 
ipactoufnefs, airinefs, and capacioufnefsj and not 
according to their tonnage, which, in moft cafes, 
is faflacious ; for a fhip inay be low between decks 
although great in bwrden, or may bd fpacious and 
Well fuited to the purpofe ; but in great part, as 
hitherto, may be. occupied by matters trafficable, 
or giVen up to accommodate the ihip's officers, &c. 
The provifions and \Vatef, as are the medicines, 
fare made fubjedl to infpedtion ; the m^ans of the 
air, pijrification, &Ci are eftablifhed ; the' grievoua 
offences .o( frauds^ kidnafpihg^ &c. ai^ thefepara- 
tion of families, are prevented ; and, by prohibiting 
the purchafe of a Wonnded or maimed African, that 
\vill tend to prevent the inhuman^brutifll treatment 
of the poor wretches by their captors or falemaflcrs^ 
and the extraordinary checks and vigilance over, the 
^ C condu^fl. 
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cori3u<5l of all perfons concerned in the traffic,—* 
the carr} ing, or of thofe attendant on them,— it is 
to be hoped will be attended with confequences as 
heart fdt and honourable to the enadting and con- 
(Airring parties, as iidvantageous to the hitherto 
wretched flaves.* 

*Fo render the intended regulation and infpec- 
tion along the coaft and in the Bithe or Gulf of 
Benin, refpe&mg tht purcbafe or engaging of the 
Africans, as effe6tual as poffiblc, and creative of as 
little expenfe and complication as the nature of 
the duties to be properly difcharged can admit of, 
•'—I beg to propofe, that there may be one proper 
and fit pcrfon appointed as Governor or General 

* I hope the true phi!anthropi(b will feel a real iatisfa£tion ia 
finding that good accommodation, with the other ftated advan- 
tages, will be procured, iliould thefe fuggeftions be enforced by 
law ; but iliould it fo happen thai thofe who are defirous to con-- 
tiniie the carriers of Africans to the Weft Indies, wouM rather 
decline the traffic, than fubjedt themfelves to the prefcribed 
regul vtions ; then the perfons who wiili for the trade's abplition* 
by the prevention of perpetual importations, muft be gi*atified ; 
but to fuppofe that the apprehcnfion of having flaves fmuggled 
into the colonies (hould prevent the enaftion of laws, although 
jlifl and reafon?\ble, would be at once to admit the weak nefs 
cf the executive government^ and with an humiliating 
fubmiflion to acknowledge its incapability of having that 
which is wife, humane, and proper, executed; fliould that un- 
fortunately he ever verified — (which nothing would more favour, 
than a daftardly apprehcnfion) — farew.ell Britifti glory and Britifh 
confequence! 

»/ ' ♦ InfpeSor 
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Infpeffor for the line of what is underftood by the 
names Slave Coaft^ including the JVmlward Coajt^ 
Gold Coaji^ Sierra-Leone^ Cape Coaft^ &c* to be fta- 
tioned at Cape Coaft Cajile^ or fome place of greater 
convenience, under whofe direiSlion the Deputy 
Infpedtors, ilationed in the different trafficablc 
rivers of that entire coaft, Ihould aft ; and \^^ 
whom the mafter oi eachlhip freighted, or fupplied 
with negroes, Ihould be obliged finally to refort, to 
afford him (the General Infpedor) an opportunity 
of perfonally examining into all matters touching 
the regulatioQS and arrangements enafted for the 
comfort and happindls of the freight^ as well com- 
prehending the firil fitting and apportioning th^- 
Ihip to its intended numbers, as what may refpeft 
its cleanlinefs and airinefs ; its provifions and water; 
the medical attention ; the examination . of fuch 
fubjefts as may have been brought on board,, and 
by what means procured; within the harbours^ 
rivers^ of on the Jhore ; their ftate of health, or 
whether by ligatures or weapons abufed, and 
whether or not every poffible means, were exercifed 
to come to a knowledge of, and in fuch cafes aftu- 
ally to have refufed the purchafing or taking any 
part of a family without taking the whole, except 
that undec the circumftances of bad health or 
wounds, the fame were left behind; but this 
Ihould be fpecially certified under the hand and 
feal of the local infpedor, otherwife not to be 
credited. All fiifih, and every other matter as before 
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recited, being punftually obfervcd by the maftev 

and other ofHcefs of the Ihip, ihould entitle hinij^ 

without fee or rewardy tq his letter of clearance 

from fuch governor or general infpeftor, for* fuch 

pf hi9 Majeily's ports or colonies in the Weft 

Indies as it may be agreed on that he fhould make 

entry ; and as it is to be unde^ood, that, as wel^ 

the local infpeftors, as tl^e general iqfpe6lor^ 

fliQuId have cognizance of all and every matter. 

before recitc<J, it will be ileccflary that they flioulc^ 

h^ve fufficicnt knowledge of the language of the 

captives, to render them the more competent to 

difcharge their great entrufted duties ; fdr which 

reafba there will be a neceffity, fhould thofe pprfon^ 

be ignorant of the languages, to have interpreters 

appointed for them by the governor or general 

inipedor of the diflri(ft : and fp far the probable 

;melioration of the trade appears to he within ou^? 

own power, with the admiffion of the evidence of 

any captive for cruelties ^ deceptions ^ neglects ^ or 

frauds^ praclifed contrary to th|e Ipirit of the law, 

againft any perfpn whomfpever, fo long as they Ihall 

remain on the cpaft of AfricUy or on their pafiage - 

to the Weft Indies, and until they are aAually 

fiifembarked and co^fidered fl|bje6l to the laws of 

the colonies; as olherwife the greateff cruelties 

may poffibly be exexcifed on the poor people ; the 

more particularly fo, as fuppofing an European 

failor or other perfon (whofe evidence is admifiible 

in the colonies) to threaten to ftep forward to 

fupport 
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fupport tlic acciifation, there arc fo many mode^ 
of gcttitig rid of hitn, that, be the crime or negletft 
ever fo enormous, the guilty would efcapc con- 
viAion. 

I beg to obfcrve that I attempt not to meddle 
with the modes praAifed by Afncam or Salemafterk 
within their Own territories ; for faulty and cruel 
as thefe appear to be, I fee that we cannot, in the 
prefent moment, remedy the errors, except by 
convincing them that their cruelty to the captives; 
by maiming or wounding them, or thek uflial rnode^ 
for the convenience of the inhuman purchafer, of 
dividing families, and lotting them off as beafts of 
the field, will in future defeat their own market* 

My idea is, that tbere fliall be at leaft one general 
infpetftor on the Windward Coaft ; and if the reach 
of that coaft fliould appear to be too great to bear ve^ 
to that inlpedor's port, after taking in the cargo, 
there might be a fecond, Rationed at a proper dif- 
tance (I fuppofe at fViddah)^ for the greater con- 
venience of the trade ; and another Ihould alfo be 
appointed for the Bithe of Betting firom whence fo 
great a number of captives are annually brought ;. 
as by what I can underftand from pcrfons who pre- 
tend to a knowledge of the coafl, that it would 
not anfwer to attempt the paflage to the Weft 
Indies back by Cafe Coaft ; but that flationing the 
general inipedcr for this diftrid on or near the 

IJlcmd 



( " ) 

f 

Ifiand of St. Thomas, or Annabon (belongizig to the 
Portuguefe), could that be accompliflied, it being 
in a tolerably favourable line of diredlion from the? 
trafficable rivers in the Gulf or Biihe of Berlin^ with 
great eafe and convenience every fliip freighted in 
BonnyRiv£ry &c. might touch at this ifland on their 
road to their final deftination ; and I beg to obferve 
on this head, that I have heard fuch to be the conve- 
nience of this IJland of St. Thomas, for the purpofc 
for which I beg to propofe it (by applying to the 
court of Portugal for their permiflion) that fonie 
great flave-merchants in' this country have found it 
moft profitable to have certain ftores and depots 
there, for the purpofes of their trade. 

Having taken leave of Africa, and arrived in the 
colonies ; here commences new matter, and matter 
fubjedl toother controul than that of the Britifh 
I^egiflature ; but fenfiblc that humanity and con- 
fideration are no more incompatible, on thegroupd 
of true fenfibility, with the inhabitant of the Weft 
Indies, or even the Torrid Tione, than with him o:f 
the North Pole, or of the moil temperate climate ; 
I have the ftrongeft hopes that on our reprefenting 
to the colonies, as well to their proprietors there as 
herCj a rational fyftem, connecSing juftice with 
mercy and true policy, refpecting the future treat- 
ment and encouragement of the hitherto flayer; 
that although, at firft. light, it may appear that 
they ai*e about to comply with propofals difadvan- 
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tagcous to themfclvcs, they will, however, as true 
philofophers look forward to the real acquiiitions 
of a future day, only to be obtained hj fupporting 
whatever will lay a foundation for reciprocal ad- 
vantages between governors and governed— the 
boafl, the ineflimable eflcnce of the Britifli confli- 
tution ; as from this, and this only, will arifc 
profitable culture and permanent protedion of 
the foil-r-further rewarded by doing a great and 
meritorious acl. 

It is not my intention to recite x>ne fingle aft 
either of cruelty or humanity laid to the charge, or 
flated as praife- worthy, refpcdling the condudl of 
either vender^ faStor, proprietor ^ overfeer, Gtjleward^ 
in the colonies, or of the quantity of lahimr ex* 
pefled from the employed, or the attentions to 
their health, comprehending diet, clothing, and 
lodging ; nor of the attenjion of medical men to 
them during difeafe, or that of Chriftfan miffiona- 
ries, &c. &c. however true many of the charges 
may have been of fevere and inconfiderate treat- 
ment of the poor people, as all of them muft be 
more or lefs fubjeft to colonial regulation and au^ 
thority, it may be wife to remonilrate with them 
on thole points; but, a& it muft be admitted that 
vvitliout fyftematical and equitable adminiftratioa 
of wife laws in the moft polifhed nations, injufticc 
and hsgrdihips would be daily pradlifed, and th^t 
as in every part of the known world there are men 

wh^ 



{ i4 ) 

who are fiumane and juft from principle, fo thciT^ 
arc others who merely acft fo from the fear of 
puniihmentj from the appreheniion of difgface, or 
from political motives ; therefore the Wifdom and 
prudeope of penal-laws become the more neccflary 
lA the colonies to prevent the ill treatment of thofe 
friendlefe captives, brought folely for colonial in- 
terefis into thofe fiates ; and alfo for laws not only 
granting them immediate fofterage and protedion; 
but holding out to them, after due and faithful 
'fervices, profits and intereftsin thofe very Aates. 

Theie matters, fubflantiated and properly impref*^ 
fed, will amply compenfate, by the moii happy 
confequences, for the ptaife- worthy, unceaiing' 
endeavours of the inftigators of an inquiry, which 
proclaims a debt juftly due by the man of religion 
as by the moral ifl, and, if events are to be fore- 
feen, I vvould add the politician ; for to caltivat* 
the grounds and to defend them by the very femef . 
identical perfons, when we confider the morality 
of our troops either in war or peace, would bt 
equally political and humane ; and that fuch might 
be4lie confequence were the Africans or CnolesTj 
after a certain time of fervice, to enjoy their Hbertyy 
aided by kind^reatment, with a well-digefled fyftemi 
for their arrangements, including marriages, &cV 
which from, the increa& of colonial-population^ 
together with the nit of the plough an4 other 
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impleiDent^ of hufbandry fo ably reafoned by Mr. 
Wilberforcey 1 am clear would leflen the ncceflity 
for fo frequent importations. And in fo much 
have I realbn to believe would the Africans prefer 
being tranfplanted to our colonies to remaining at 
home in their own country, were they to experi- 
ence the fofteragc I moll humbly beg to prbpof^ 
and no longer have to confidcr themfelves flavea^ 
but indented fervants or apprentices for a limited 
time, that I look forward with pleafure to the day, 
and that not very dtfiant, when the colonies will 
be recruited from Africa by the interference of the 
identical perfons who may obtain for their fervices^ 
pREBDoir, on the plan, or a fomewhat iimilar plaii 
with that which, with great humility, I will beg to 
ftate. 

Experience proves, that to a6t coniifient with 
COT own advantages, it is often neceflary, by j£wx, 
^enaJtm^ and rewards^ xvQt only to induce, but to 
oblige us, in the fiirft infiance, to do thofe very 
thii^, for which, when done, and that we find 
the campHance to be profitable to ourfclves, 
neither penalties nor rewards become longer necef* 
fary. Our intereft then becomes our principle, 
and hence arifes the ncceflity of often enabling 
laws, which oblige us to do thofe ffery things by 
the eii^ecution of which we are the principal 
gainers. There was a day, early in the laft cen^ 
tnry, when in the fifter kingdom it was neeeflary 

D to 



( 26 ) 

to render it highly penal to plough with hories by 
their tails, fuch being the pradlice of many of the 
uninformed at that day ; and but a very few years 
back it was found neceflary, in the fame country, 
to grant a premium to the farmers who preferved 
4heir own corn from vermin ; for by one of the com 
' laws in that country it was enafted, ihzi Jheaf-corn 
raifed on ftands, of certain heights and dimenfions, 
to preserve it from vernjin and the damp of the 
ground, was entitled to a-fum per barrel (parlia- 
mentaiy bounty) which in that country is rateable 
by weight ; neither of which laws are now in exif- 
tencc, not being longer neceflary, as every perfon 
knows the compliance with the wifdom of the 
legiflature to be his own individual intereil ; and 
although it becomes the immediate interefl of the 
farmers y waggmiersj &c. in this country, that their 
roads fhould continue in good order for the eafe of 
their teams, yet it appeared abfolutely neceflary 
that the wheels of certain dimenfions in point pf 
their width Ihould, in proportion to their narrow- 
nefs, pay heavier tolls, to induce, I mayiay in a 
certain fenfe, to compel them to ufe wheels which 
act as rollers, in place of chifehUke wheels ^ which 
are the deftruftion of roads, 

■ 
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I beg to fa]^ it appears, that jpenal laws, as well 
as laws granting bounties or premiums, feldom 
lofe fight of the general good, at leaft they ought 
»ot ; notwithftanding which they are not the l^fe 
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neceflary for tliofe who arc to benefit by tbem* 
The very regulations refpefting fobriety and clean- 
lineis in the military, how invaluable to themfelves ! 
Yet by obligation they are neceflarily enforced :— 
furely thefc fadts prove how futile is the argument, 
that there is no neceflity of pointing out hy law, to 
the venders of flaves or to planters, the confcquent 
advantages they muft experience by treating their 
captives with humanity ; — no, firft, let that evangelic 
virtue be efFedled by laws comprehending wifdom 
and charity, and their long continuance as living 
flatutes will no more, than that of the freferving^ 
corn-law in Ireland, be long neceflary ; for ky the 
exercife of reafon and humanity, and by that only, 
can the colonies continue profitable to their pro- 
prietors, or of advantage to the mother country. 

To fupport the idea of the neceflSty of fome fuch 
mode as that* which, with great deference, I am 
about to propofe, I pray indulgence for attempting 
to introduce matter, which at firft view, may ap • 
pear not fo pertinent to the prefent cafe; yet from 
it perhaps the outlines of very ufeful regulations 
may be borrowed, and rendered applicable to their 
fituations^who are the fubjedl of thofe obfervations. 
It was a melancholy truth, and known to every 
candid inquirer in the kingdom of Ireland fo late as 
the year 1786, that, notwithftanding the fuppofed 
humanity and attention of perfons of that clafs, who 
generally filled the ofiiccs of high fheriffs, of lord 
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mayor*, tdayors, magiJftrates, &c. with the furthef 
checks of the judges of the King's Bench and oC 
cu'cuk judges, the generality of thole who 
were fo unfortunate as to be doomed to impriibn^ 
ment in that country, whether for crimes or evea 
for debt, feldom experienced that humanity and 
conlideration which yarious ads of parliament 
a<ftually prelcribed. On the contrary, fuch wcr^ 
the repeated negUcfts, and 1 may fay cruelties and 
tyrannies in thofe manfions of wretchednefs, which 
appear, on the journals of parliament, that the 
legiflature found it neceflary no longer to depend 
merely on thofe perfons whofe duty it really wa^ 
to fee that the humanity and conlideration intende4 
by the laws were exercifed; but, to their immortaJi 
honour, enabled a law in 1786, which authorifcd 
the lord-lieutenant to appoint a perfon, confidered 
fit and proper, as, infpedor-general of the priibns 
in Irelaind ; and the fame acSl empowered the 
grand-juries of every city and county in the king<« 
dom at ■ I " ' , 'i " allSzes, with the approbation of 
the circuit-judge, to appoint a local iaipecStor^ 
lifpecially for their prifons, with a competent falaryj 
whofe duty it was to fee that all the fpecified re- 
gulations, and other humane matters confident 
with the fecurity of the priibns, were pun^ually 
carried into effect ; and thofe local infpedora were 
enjoined to lay the ^xadl flate and condition of 
their prifons, together with that of the priipners, 
in the mpft aQcurate manner, befiw?^ the magiflrate» 
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of the quarter feffions^ and alfo the judges of affize i 
and twenty-one days before the meeting of parlia- 
ment, they were alfo obliged to fend fimilar reports^ 
together with the return of all perfons in cuftody, 
and the clerk of the crown's return or calendar of 
all perfons who had been tried within the year, 
whether acquitted or &ufid ^ guilty, with the fen- 
fences of the conviiftcd, to f^ infpecacr-gencral of 
prifons, to be arranged and laid by him before both 
HoUfes of Parliament on the firil day of eacli 
ieffiod ; and the infpet^or-general was enjoined to 
infpedl the prifons of the kingdom from time to 
time^ in ordo: to fee that their various officers^ as 
well the local tnfpcQory as do£lor^ chaplain y keeper^ 
&c. discharged their feveral duties, and that the 
humane intentions of the laws were pundlually 
executed; and further, that he ihould fix upon 
proper lites and iituations for all places of confine^ 
meat, and advife the modes of conArudHng them^ 
on principles of healthftilnefs, convenience, and 
fecurity. The happy effe<fts of the foregoing regola- 
tions have been fuch as have furpailed the moft 
flattering a6tfaiia expe<5lations ; and therefore it is 
that I have intruded this narration. For as it 
might ht contended, that any other than the prefent 
patronage and protection will, not be neccflary, 
depending on the oonfideration and humanity of 
the planters, and of their ftcwards; I pray thofe 
gentlemen, who may advance fuch opinions, to 
inquire in their own breafts, what greater pretcn-» 
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fions have many of thofe perTons^ long in the 
adtual habits of taflc-maflers (giving them no 
harfher name) than the perfons I have mentioned 
of fuch information and of fuch Nations in a 
neighbouring country, or admitting them endowed 
with that heavenly fenfibility which is ever alive 
to the fufFerings of the wretched, can thofe gen- 
tlemen for a moment doubt that this fuppofed 
native exquiftte fenfation — this neceflary edge of 
perception, will not in time be blunted by the ex- 
ercife of fuch trade ? Should thofe gentlemen 
helitate in their decifions^ they muft judge from 
their own feelings, but not from a knowledge of 
human nature : hence arifes the neceility of 
guardian vigilance. 

My firft principle is, that no man, or body 
of men, whatever, have a right to enflave 
or punifli, perfons not fubjedl to their laws, 
and more particularly thofe who never gave 
them offence ; for the will of the defpot^ no 
more than that of power, can never cpnflitute a 
right ; but could it be poflible to* better the con- 
dition of a people, although in the aft of doing 
fo profits would arife to the undertakers of the 
projedl, the endeavouring fo to do, feems not 
only allowable but praife- worthy ; nor will it lef- 
fen the merit of tlie aft, if, by the execution of 
the plan, we leflen the misfortunes or grievances 
of others : therefore my propofal goes to the: 
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abolition of the ilavery of Africans in out* colo« 
nies, and from the prefent time to begin that glo* 
rious work, by making it known, with the ne* 
ceflary prudence, that Ilavery is to ceafe by the 
following, or fprne fuch iubftitution of ferviccs — 
viz. firft to confider all thofe perfons (now in a 
ilate of vafTalage) from 'the prefent period in- 
dented fervants for fevm years to their now pro-^ 
prietors: in the next place, to grant freedom 
wiAin this year to one-feventh of thofe" who have 
been in vaflalage for the greateft length' of time 
iince their arriving at the ages oifixteen and twenty* 
oneyedrs^-^yiz. the former being that of the wo* 
men, and the latter of the men, in a Aual fervicc 
in the iflands ; in the fucceeding year in like 
manner, one-Jixth to receive freedom ; in the 
third year one fifths and fo on in fuch proportion, 
as that the whole of the furvivors of the now 
Haves may be adlually free within yk;^/ ^^^ry ; 
which gradual liberation may, with fafety to the 
planters, and with comfort to the flaves, be ef- 
fedled ; and, from the prefent moment, no Afri- 
can ihould be purchafed on the ground of fla- 
yery, or otherwife handed over to a planter than 
as an indented fervant for Jeven yearsy^ at which 

* I will not attempt to fay that even the indenturing of per^ 
fens brought, contrary to their inclinations, from their native 
country, by us, to whom they never gave offence, is not ex* 
rrciiipg a fuppofed right, which our wealth and confequence 
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period, M having &rved the limited time or. ap- 
prectfceihip, he ihould be ooofidered free ; and 
during the time 0^ fuch apprenticeihip, or for 
Che time fpcciiied m bis indentuie, the in(pe6kor- 
general of the colonjr and the local inipeclors of 
the diftrift (hereafter to be mentioned) (hould at- 
tend to theii^ intere{^9> and confider them withia 
their care^ — io far as^ the kws ihall diredl, • 

Amongil Tarions matters which nday be talen 
i»l0 conficlcration in the colonics fcnr tlie comple- 
tion of the great, the good, and the neccffary 
undertaking, the foWowirig humble fbggeftions 
may hai^ fome claim io notice, and not pfxrre 
altogether unworthy the reflc(5Hoiis of thofe who 
have power and influence on this £c?e the wafer, 
tfnd of the deliberate and humane coufideration 
#f the colonial affemWies ; for withotit tl^crr co- 
operation it would be abfblute folly to fnppofe (fo 
loog as the traffic is permitted under any condi- 
tions whatever), or to expert the dcfirablc profits^ 
vhich every being exifting^mufl: be fblicrtous for — 

alone can entitk its to ; but vvh n it is confidefcd that the oondf* 
tton of thefe indented fervants is likely to- be bettered bjt fuch 
mode of fervice, and by its confequences, the idea of injuf- 
tice diminifhesy and but little on that head (hould remain with a 
people* who hare heard of the expedient and political ri^hl of 
'impf effingi, either for the land or iea fervice ^ no doubt then* 
may be a gne-fpuji diflindUoa in thole cafes f but- fine fpinning 
(lifpofesto biittlencfs, 
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T12. the comfort and relative advantage of that 
clafs, now conlidered flaves ; therefore I beg to 
mention what occurs to me as outlines for colo- 
nial regulations, — and that without reciting the 
charges of negleA or cruelty made againft the 
various perfons who, from the moment of the 
captives landing in the colonies, have concern, 
more or lefs, with them, or mentioning the de- 
fence ftt up in contradiction of, and to invalidate 
f hefe accufations : but as it is poflible to com - 
mif ferious abufes, — although fome may plead 
iagainft its probability, — ^prudence directs the enac- 
tion of fuch laws and regulations as, in future, 
may, in as much as human nature can devifc, 
prevent their commiflion. 

In a former part of thefe Suggeftions I men- 
tioned that, as certain neceflary regulations (in 
part hitherto enabled) muft depend on the colo* 
nies, X would decline in the prefent moment to fay 
any thing on thofe fpecial points ; but whereas my 
idea is, that, without new regulations, the happi- 
nefs and conifort of the captives, or Creoles, 
can never be expelled, I beg to fuggeft cer- 
tain matters which appear to me as indifpenfablc 
to be introduced, the more perfectly and fyfte- 
matically to effect the defirable objefts prefcribed 
by the laws — by attaching refponlibility on cer- 
tain perfons, and the more candidly and accu^ 
rately to have every matter connected with the 
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employments, interefls, &c. of all pcrfons en- 
gaged, whether at trades or culture, in the colo- 
nies, laid as well before the colonial aflemblies as 
teforc the Britilh Parliament, as often as may be 
confidered prudent and neceflary ; and as the pre- 
vention o{ cruelty, or even the omiflion of the 
cxercife of humanity, together with giving that 
clafs of human beings, hitherto named flaves, 
comfort, permanent fecurity, with liberty and 
common intcrefts in the foil, after certain ferviccs, 
and at certain periods, may appear objefts worthy 
a great and confiderate people, and alfo as the 
increafe of population, and provifion for the aged 
and infirm, call on their wifdom and humanityi 
I beg to flate what occurs to me on thofe heads. 
And alfo, as it would be wife and fatisfadory that 
a true ftatement of all and every matter connetfted 
with thefe important concerns, comprehending 
progrefs, increafe, or decreafe of colonial popula* 
tion — liberation — and how afterwards occupied— 
cultivation, — ^general attentions (however to be 
l^ecially afcertained) — with all and every other 
matter intimately coniiefted with the comfort of 
the employed, and the advantage or diiadvan*^ 
tage of the planters, fhould not only be laid at 
certain periods before the colonial aflemblies and 
governors of the iflands, but ought alfo to be 
properly digefted and arranged, and laid annually 
before the Parliament of this kingdom by the pro-- 
per officer, through the medium €>f hie Ma- 

jefty'g 
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3efty*s colonial governors. For the cffedling of 
thefe purpofes, I beg to propofe that his Majefty 
may appoint one or more infpcclor-generals for 
each of the colonies, who fhall difcharge the du- 
ties hereafter to be ftated, and that the colonial 
aflemWies, in their legiflative capacity, or any 
other clafs of perfons in the colony to whom 
^they may give fuch power, fhould appoint dif- 
tridtal or local infpedlors ; — in like manner to fee 
that the fpirit of the laws and humane intentions 
of the legiflature be fcrupuloufly^ carried into ef- 
fe6l ; and to difcharge fuch other or fimilarduties 
as fliall hereafter be enjoined. 

I beg to obferve, ^ my objedl is to abolifh 
llavery in Word and deed, and that the planters in 
future Ihall only have a right to hold either Afri- 
cans or Creoles as indented fervants or apprentices, 
that neither hardfhips nor cruelties fliould be im- 
pofed on them, nor unrcafonable requifitions made 
at the mere will of the planter, fteward, or tallc- 
maftcr ; and that, in all cafes, the fcrvant or 
apprentice, whilft in thofe ftatibns, fhall be cbn- 
lidered under the immediate protection of the 
law, with all its advantages ; for the due execu- 
tion of which, as well as for the feeing that the 
employed be obedient and attentive to their em^ 
ployers in all reafonable commands, the locil or 
diftriftal inlpeftors are to be appointed, and a 
part of fuch infpeflors duty ftiould be, immedr'- 

E a ately 
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ately on catering on fervice, regularly to fiate the 
nature, extent, and ^ate of cultivation, of each 
.plantation, within his diflridt,. or fo much perti- 
nent matter as may appear neceflary to the colo- 
nial affembly, to afford accurate information re* 
lative to the following points for any future pur- 
pofe — viz. the number jof its inhabitants, ages, 
fexes, and their employments — the length of time 
that they have been in the pofleilion of the then 
proprietor, or of any other (if this can be learn- 
ed), whether married or otherwife — whether they 
have children — and, if living, how difpofed of — 
what the annual importation or introdudlion of 
perfons — what the number of births, and what 
of deaths — ^what the condudl of all perfons con- 
cerned' towards the fervants, whether of ftewards, 
medical men, &c. all which could be fo made out 
for each particular plantation as to afford . the 
higheft fatisfa6lion and the bcft information of 
all and every occurrence and improvement polE- 
ble, and the report would at the fame time be 
infirumental in preventing the exercife of unrea- 
sonable condudl on any of the employed, and 
fhould faithfully relate the improvement not only 
of each colony but of each plantation : and I 
flatter myfelf would prove that kindnefs, fo com- 
patible with reafon, is tlie beft mode of increaf- 
ing colonial confequence : by the increafe of 
produce, through the willingnefs and capability 
of the employed, and by the increafe of ^opula- 

' tion ; 



( 37 ) 

Uon ; for a proper regard to the females j the 
encouragement of marriage, the care of the preg-^ 
narUy an humane attention to them during tlieir 
Iqying-iny and a due fofterage of the new-born 
infants, muft favour population ; negleft (to 
give it no other name) on thefe points having in- 
controvertibly been the principal caufe of the 
unceafing neceffity for frefh importations. 

As the increafe of population is admitted by 
all to be profitable, the young breeding negrefs 
is, on that account, of more value than the 
JieriL Laying afide the humanity of the matter — 
the fuppprting the health and fpirits of the freg^ 
nanty having their employments, in the advanced 
images of their pregnancy, fuited to their condi- 
tions, and having proper care taken of them 
and their infants, during child-b^d, and fuch 
other attentions afterwards aS may appear necef- 
fary, will amply repay itfelf by the produdion 
of an healthful, vigorous, and numerous pro- 
geny ; independent of the heartfelt reward for 
having difcharged a great and effential duty to 
the moft pitiable and helplefs ; therefore I Ihduld 
beg tp propofe, that lying-in houfesy at convenient 
diftances, be eftablifhed, under the diredion of 
.qualified perfons, to which, if circumftanceS/ 
will permit, the pregnant women Ihould be re- 
moved at a reafonable time previous to the pe- 
riods when they have reafon to expedl to he in^ 

and 
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and that they and their infants Ihould remaUi 
there fo long after delivery as may feem prudent 
to the dodtor or accoucheur of the hofpital ; the 
proprietor of the woman^ \i he ihould hare pro- 
perty in the child, to pay a certain fum for her 
expenfes, and thofe of the infant, until their re- 
turn to his plantation : if not, the expcnfes to 
be fet down to the difirifbal account. 

The defirable advantages, rcfpe^^ing popula* 
tion, likely to arife from the fingle circumftancfe 
of attention to the poor women on thefe occa- 
fions, as alfo from taking proper care of the. new- 
born infants, and from having them inoculated 
at proper periods, would prevent the unceafing 
mortality of negro children, which mull be ine- 
vitable until the mother experiences a care, ten- 
der and fdited to her condition, and the new- 
born infants the ncccflary, yet limple, attentions, 
calculated to prevent or remedy (fliould they exift) 
complaints fa fatal as to carry off the greater 
^^umber of th^ new-born (independent of imma- 
ture deliveries), -and of infants under three years 
old. ^ 

There is another eftablifhmctot which (if none 
fach at the prefent moment exifts) I fhould beg to 
propofe — namely, diftriftal, poor or alrm houfeSy^ 
which ^would obviate a difficulty likely to arife 
from the liberation of infhrm and aged fervants, 

after ' 
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after having iferved the indented period; but it 
may feem not imreafonable that the perfoii who 
had experienced the profits of fuch paupers early 
labour fhould contribute fomething more than 
the rateable tax, payable according to the diC- 
trictal affeflments by all proprietors of fuch fer- 
vants, to the common fupport of fuch alms* 
houfes ; and this confideration may induce a 
further kindnefs to the fervant during the period 
of his fervitude: as a timely attention may 
prevent the neceffity of fuch after-provifion, 
and having fqch eflabliihments will not only 
:fyfiemtze humanity, but will releafe the planters, 
or other employers, ffom a very great inconvc* 
nienee, and a much greater expenfe, in endea* 
roaring, whether throogh charity or obligation, 
to provide for fuch aged or infirm paupers on 
their own plantations ; bqt all thefe matters will 
be more confiftently provided for by the colonial 
•aiTemblies than I can prefume to fuggefi, circum* 
fianeed as I muft be from want of adequate 
ixi£>rmation. 

The eftabUihing of thole houfes would become 
immediately neceffary, fhould my propofels meet 
with fuccefs, as it is to be prefumed a number 
of aged and infirm peribne of both iexes at thisr 
SMMttent require—** refl: from their labours," mth 
iuc^ attentions and comforts as may render the 
fve of life the reverfe ol the datvn, proclaiming 
t the 
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the ji\& oiium of the deferving with thq dignity if 
ihe grantors. i 4 

/ Although the general z&s of the Britifli Ic- 
giflature may not have force in colonial regular . 
lions, I hope care. will he taken, in this particQi* 
Jar cafe, to fubjeft the mafters, and all other per* 
fons concerned in the care or management of the 
Africans (hereafter to be purchafed or engaged) «i 
to. the ftridleft inquiry, by the proper' officer of 
the colonial port where landed, touching all an4. 
every matter before ilated as obligatory, from tflc: 
time of the fhip's taking her departure from Great 
Britain to the time of her arrival in the Weft ^ In- 
dies, comprehending ,the regulations at)d ohKga** 
tions prefcrlbed for ^he cdkft of Africa, as well 
as whatever may have occurred on the Middle ^ 
Paffage ; as it is to be prefumed the unalterable \ 
inteption of the legiflaturc is, that neither fraud, 
^ception, negledl, nor cruelty, fliall find 2ijanc^ ^ 
luary wherever Britijh or Bnitifii colonial laws ex- '^ 
tend: wherefore, I flatter myfelf in the, hope, i 
that the Ihip's regifter will be crtjoined to be 
again examined^ with the draft, of her capability,, 
for the purpofe of difcovering. whether any aUe- , ' 
rations have been made in her approved fittmg i 
or interior ftruelure, fince her leaving Great Bri- 
tain, injurious to the freight ; or whether more 
than the , allotted number were at any time put. 
oa hpwd, without th(> Allowable caufes q£ 

I taking 
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\kitjg ^ifkjti fj^m othe^-fliips, fou)idering or on 

kj^j^f^rmWll aift every other kiquirj^ relative to the 

^reajnientfand care of the Afwcans on the Middle 

Paf^^e, /tpgether with all and every other mattor 

#CM>nfne<fte^^ith the mo«le of procuring them, &c. 

j55k ifatcd in the former part of^thofe obfcrvations : 

.and it j|f^to 1^ prcfumecj, that fpecial care will be 

^takdjp in the tolonies not to allow of, in the in- 

J^tfemng of , the new-acquired fervants, the reparation 

^ oi ^milips on any account whatfoever ; but that 

j^La^iehtire of every fuch family, as before^ftated, 

^^all be difpoftd of to the fame plantation. 

Tcr efter iiftm any inquiry /)n this fide the water 

for thepuVpdfe o^ better afcijcrtaining the caufes of 

\ the^ infant mortality wwld bMdle and unpt^table, 

JL aslhe^muil'be iJaR krfown to profeffional men on 

p^ thft ^ot :^it Ifeems fufficient for us to feel the ne- 

cefiity of obviating fuph matters as muft not only 

/[ pr6^5 iqprious to tpe poor prefhant vvdmen in 

^ ihpTr aclvanccd periods of geftation, but during 

W their tra*uail^ often in childfbed^ and alfo to their 

new-born inflfnts. ^ 

\ To repeat '•'wfiat >has beetf ^ often fiated, and 
V rem^s^ uncontrovcm:d, on thofe points, fo big 
with ineonlidcration^ indelicacy, and inhumanity, 
xni^ii niake ij^ture ihudderyauew; but fuch fenlk- 
t.idns ar4 now neceff^ ; and the drawback on tlie 
increafc of progeny ^di^l nothing clfc induce an 

"^ Py humane 
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humane and confiderate attention to pregnant wo-*^ 
men and their infants) cannot fail to urge the 
cftablifhmcnt of lying-in houfes. 

To fuppofe a poor flave, until the moment of 
her agonizing pain, toiling in fuch a burning cli- 
mate, unfupplied with the fuitcd diet or drinks, 
the proper means of laying, want (although ne- 
ceflary) of timely fcientific aid, no means of clean- 
linefs or comfort for herfelf, or for the new-bom 
babe ; not fo much as one inch of linen, or muflin 
cloth, or any other proper matter, to defend the 
irritable new-ligatured navel from the effefts of 
fuch incruftation as is unavoidable where fome foft 
fubflance is not fupplied ; its excruciating ftimulus, 
followed by tetanus Or Jocked^jaw ; not medicine of 
any Ibrt, though trivial, to aflift when neceflaryin 
difcharging , the nikonium, or long-retained acrid 
contents of the bowels, fo frequent a caufe in warm 
climates of convulfion and mortification; no ftated 
period for her return to her labour, but that diC- 
cretional in the prGprietor> his agent, or perhaps 
the fervant do6for of the plantation ; and if exempt 
from infupportable fatigue or toil for a fuppofed 
reafonable time, neither fhe nor her irifant rationally 
fupplied with fuch comfortfand medicine in her A«/ 
^s the hofpital would afford : hence arifes the in- 
difpenfablc neceffity of iuch eflablilhments,prompte4 
Hs ftrongly by policy as humanity. " 

The 
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The fofteragc of age and infancy will am^y 
repay the expenfe and trouble of the arrangements, 
independent of the invaluable heartfelt fatisfa6lion- 
of attending to the crying calls of the wretched 
and pitiable : no longer will the creeping half dead 
being be goaded on to unproduftive labour, that a 
fomething may appear to be produced for his em- 
ployer to affift in defraying the entire of his ex- 
penfe ; for admitting, as propofed, the proprietor, 
in addition to the rateable afleflment, to pay one- 
fourth of the fum calculated for the fupport of the 
objedl in the poor-hdufe, he will find himfelf con- 
fiderably relieved, and therefore will not hefitate in 
complying with the releafe of the aged^ decrepidy 
or infirm^ from labour, fo foon as they are found to 
be worn out: but admitting no fuch cftablilhraent, 
it is not impollible to fuppofe that there are fome 
perfons who, rather than burden themfelves with 
the whole of the expenfe during the lives of thefe 
wretched paupers by releafing them from all la- 
bour, might keep them toiling, although not very 
profitably, to their laft moments, having no intereft 
in their longevity. 

The greateft difficulty which I find, is in pro- 
pofing the portion which the proprietor of the in- 
dented fervants ftiould of right have in tlie rifing 
progeny^ to intereft them in favouring the pro- 
creation of a vigorous race; keeping clear,, how- 
evegr^ of what might be confidered thraldom ; ^for 
> ' ' F 2 its 
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its name, but more dfpccially its eflcnce, under any 
form or fhape, fhould never be revived on the iq* 
nocent and unoffending. 

As the intention of being ufeful pleads th^ beft 
excufe, to that apologifl I appeal for intruding mj 
opinion without more perfeA information and 
founder judgment ; but feeling myfelf the debtor 
of mankind, this miu my nature impels me to pay« 

1 fuppo(e there to be children born within periods 
of indenturefhip, and others after that period : tq 
the former 1 w;ill firfl fpeak. 

The objedls of preventing the neceffity of con- 
Aant importations from Africa are, in various ienieSj^ 
fo great, that their attainment can icarcely be pur-^ 
chafed at too great pains or expcnfe ; lhcrefor<!, 
from the firft moment, every re^onabic encourage- 
ment fhould be given to celibacy ^ until fuch time as 
by nature's laws it may be fuppofed the iexes are 
<:apable of procreation ; to efFedi which, it ihoul4 
be enjoined, under penahies, to prevent, as much 
as poflible, too early an intcrcourfe between them ; 
for it is well known, that in moft cafes immature 
cohabitation, as well as its too great frequency, 
eftablifhes fterility ; therefore, to complete this ne- 
ceflary reftraint, virgin habitations (as they maybe; 
called) fhould be eftablifhed, in which the youth- 
ful females from ' age fliould be lodged (under 

the 
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the care of proper females, who Ihould be rewarded 
for their fidelity) ; .and in all refpeAs thcfc perfoc^ 
ihould make thofe their reiidences from age, 

until dtfpofed of in marriage to perfons confidered 
^t and proper to become their partners: which 
pleaiing treat, might operate as a premium for di« 
ligence and good condu£k ; but to compenfate tho 
proprietor for the extraordinary price or value of 
his breeding negrefs; for the defedl of profit arifing 
froni her fuited labour during her pregnancy ; for 
her expenfes in the lying-in houfe ; for the after at- 
tention to the infant in inoculation, &c. and far- 
ther, for the drawback on the mother's labour, in 
prder that Ihe might pay neceffary attention to her 
offspring ; he fhould be entitled to a certain por- 
tion of the parent's labour, or of either of them 
(in addition to the time fpecified in their indentures), 
for each and every yeaj: of the children's age until 
the termination of their indented fervitude, which 
ihould releafc the child from all labour-like obli- 
gation to the proprietor, or by their paying a cer- 
tain fum, the freedom (as it may be termed) of the 
infants, born during the indenturefhip of the mother 
might be procured ; but in cafe of the deaths or 
infirmities of the parents, then fuch child or chil- 
dren might be obliged to remain, as if adlually 
indented to the proprietor of the mother, until 
their arrival at ages, viz. the males at 

years, and the feipales at years ; benefited, 

however, by the laws, and guardianed by the per- 
fons 
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Ibfis to be appointed for thofe purpofes^: but I 
ihould beg to propoie, that all children born after 
the time of the mother's fervitude- having ceafed, 
ihould be born free ; and that the whole of the 
expenies^ if a pauper^ ihould be paid by common 
aileifment 

By iofiituting thefe, or fome fuch means^ popu- 
lation will reward humanity, and the African will 
become grateful, not merely from bis being the 
willing culturer, but the foldier, after his fervitude; 
from which period his rights will be efiabliflied, 
and his interefls keep pace (inafmuch as he has 
life and property) with every other inhabitant of 
the coloriy; then, and not fooner, will be efta- 
blifhcd in the Weft Indian colonies, on a rock-like 
foundation^fecurity, true peace, and profit. . 

In refpedt to a multiplicity of naatter mediately, 
and in fome points immediately, connedled with 
the nature of difembarking the Africans in the 
Weil Indies;, attending to them until difpofed of; 
having proper regifters of the numbers, fexes, and 
ages, ftate of bloodj- connexions; of their conflitu- 
tions, health, &c. and to whom handed over as in- 
dented fervants ; with all and every other matter 
which may concern them, thefe, as they will 
^concern the government of the colony, muft be 
regulated and arranged by perfons* qualified on the 
fpot: and Qpe of the duties of the infpedor- 

general 
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general, or other perfons appointed by the crown 
for each colony, (hould be to attend on the iniT 
portation of the Africans, or other perfons brought 
for colonial fervitude, in order that he may fee 
and know the flate. and condition of every fuch 
imported perfon, and to whom they are handed 
over or indented, and to what plantations fent ; as 
this will aid him in his general infpedlion of all 
and every one of them in the colony, which fhould 
be made at lead twice a year; and it fhould be 
obligatory by law, for the local or difiridlal in- 
fpedlor to vilit each- and every plantation, or other 
place where fuch indented fervants are lodged^ or 
employed, within bis diftridl, twice every week; 
and once in every week he fhould vifit the hofpitah 
or lying-in houfes^ in order to prove a check on the 
-medical men, ftewards, overfeers, &c,. and to fee 
that every proper and humane attention is paid, as 
well to preferve the health and vigour of the fer- 
vants^as to reflore them when impaired; except in 
the article of drug-prefcription, which is not fup- 
pofed to be within the capacity of men not medi- 
cal to form proper judgments on: but as thefciencc 
of phylic comprehends the mod ufeful and cxten- 
live knowledge of nature^ men learned in that 
profeiiion appear to deferve preference in obtaining 
the appointments of infpedtors, due regard being 
had to their zeal, morals, a^d religious priA-< 
eiplies. 

A» 
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As it is my idea, that all and every AfricaH^ 
equally as the Creole^ now in a ftate of flavery, 
Ihall be abfolutely free within fevenyearsj their li- 
beration to take place in fucceflion as before ftated : 
and as the freedom of all perfons, hereafter to be 
employed as indented fervants, fhould commence, 
at farlheft, after fcven years indentured ip, thereJ 
will be a perpetual, yet moderate, fyftematic ma^ 
mintijjion^ or rcleafe from forced or didlated labour, 
tvhich is feldom, if ever, profitable ; and one ef* 
fential advantage of this mode of liberation will be, 
that the planter is only to give up one-feventh of hi» 
flock annually, and that the perfons fo enlarged, 
by having been at leafl: feven years in the colony, 
will acquire the neceffary knowledge for their own 
prefervation, confiftent conduft, and maintenance ; 
which information they muft be ignorant of, until 
experience, their only monitor, inftru6ts them; for 
were they to be adlually free, and attempt to ma- 
nage for themfelves, from the timeof their arrivals, 
although ftrong and vigorous, they muft lead mofl: 
wretched lives, naked, uncomfortably lodged, and 
half flarved. 

J cannot omit this opportunity to efcapc without 
mentioning that the planters, or proprietors, can 
have no plea in refpedl to their being furprifed into 
the partial lofs or privation of Jlave-hbour ; fof 
they had reafon to expe6l tJiat in the grofs, long 
ere now, and in a manner by no means fo defirable 
a ' far 
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for them, as that which herein is fiioft4iumblj 
fuggefted. 

As An ,Qbje<£Hoh may poffib]y arife ;to tt|e;pliN- 
chafing ^as it naay be teamed) the labour or fer- 
vices of the Africans merely for feven ye^irs, tvhich 
would render the hitherto ilaves of lefs intrinfia 
Value to. their employers than if bound for the 
Vi^.bole term of their lives ; and therefore, that the 
JBriti^ purcbafers would unavoidably lofe the 
choice of the market in Africa, not being iible to 
give fd high a price for the fubjedls as now ; con* 
fejuently that other nations would profit by out 
difcreticxn .and humanity; I beg to cslU to the re- 
colle6lioti of gentlemen what appeared as infortna*^ 
lion in the general report laid before Parliament 
under the ht^d jFrance^ vii. " That the induce- 
ments to the fubje6ls of this country (Great 
Britain) to enter into a trade of this nature are^ 
*' in the ^t&, place, a bounty oi forty Uvres ppr 
*' ton, which, according to the French niode o^ 
"^'-adaieafurement, is equal io eighty Uvres ,i^rXos\ 
** of our adrdeafurement In the fecond place^ 
*^ the French government has granted a premiiw^t 
•* of ime hundted and fixty Uvres :^t head upoa<^ 
" flaves imported into the iflands df Tobago, iS/* 
" Lucia, Martinique, and Guadaloupe, and two hm* 
" dred atid thirty Uvres per head for thofe imported 
** iato jdu!>s . Cayes, on the fouthern fide of 5/. jDo- 

"^y mingo. The bounty on the tonnage is. paid-in 
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'* France before or foon after the failing of tti* 
^* fhip : the bounty on the negroes js paid in the 
iflands by the treafury there ; or if there is not 
money enough in the treafury of the ifland, then 
by an order on Old France: and in the third 
place, the prices the negroes fell at in the French- 
* colonies are from thirty to ^fty per cent, higher 
*• than negroes fell at in our iflands.'* And it is 
further ftated by the fame apparently intelligent 
perfons, " that the French do not want fhips to 
•* carry on this trade ; they have many fine fhips 
" already in it, and (hips are at prefent cheap in 
^* France ; but the circumftancc wi ich commands 
/* the whole, i$ the great advantage we have in 
« capital." 

Such having been ihe policy of a neighbouring 
fival country in her day of quiet and refledtion, to 
which we fliould be afhamed to deferve to be con* 
fidered inferior in wifdom, it may not appear un- 
worthy the attention of our legiflators to inquire, 
in a probable fenfe, how far limilar * bounties 

* The bounty fhould not be ratealJle according to the tonnage, 
but in prop)ortion to the fliip's aerial flave-carrying fpace : and 
granting a premium in this way, would i^iduce the proprietors of 
fhips intended for the conveyance of Africans to the Weft Indies 
to form them commodious for the purpofe, as on that a great (hare 
of their profit would depend ; but neglecting that commodionfnefs 
in the fitting, proves, a greater indifference to the human freight 
thun to othct^r trafficable matter. 

would 
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would cotnpenfate for leflening the value of Afri- 
cans hereafter to be imported, and merely difpofcd 
of as mAcnXcA (krv^rAs (ox /even years \ which, in 
all probability, would be attended with another 
eflential advantage, viz. that of retaining Britifh 
fliips in Britifh employment : and here I cannot 
withhold an opinion, as a perfon priding himfelf irt 
being the fubjedt of Great Britain, viz. that for the 
honour of this country, no one perfon as proprietor^ 
tnajlery or commander^ of a Britilli Ihip, Ihould 
(under the forfeiture of his Ihip and cargo, or the 
fining and imprifonment of him, in fuch manner a3: 
the law of this country may devifc, if fuch fhip 
cannot be attached) carry on the trade of pur- 
chaling, procuring^ or carrying Africans for flaverjr 
or fervitude for any other nation or people, other- 
wife than according to the politive letter land fpirit 
of the Britifh law, made obligatory on all perfons 
carrying Africans for fervitude to the Britifli colo-* 
nies : but whereas it might be difficult, or neit to 
irapoffible, to effedl the regulations herein pro- 
pofcd, where we ihould have no right in African- 
Coafl-infpe6lion, or afterwards in the, colonies of 
other nations, I beg to mention, that the extent of 
our commerce and greatnefsof capital, which en- 
able us to fend a more extenlive aflbrtmcnt of mer- 
chandife to Africa, with another great eflential, 
that of an higher price for colonial produce in our 
own and in foreign markets, from our long credits, 
furely muil enable this fiate apd the colonies to 

Q % pay 
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pay. fuch priCGA by premium, or otherwtfe, fof oar 
iarvant39 ^s will defeat the poflibility of any other 
Nation, or people, obtaining the fmalleft advaintage 
from the exercife pf oxxxjuftice and humanity ^ from 
which po earthly matter ihoqld be privileged to 
divert men ; but, above all, a people profeffing the 
worfhip of the univerfsU Redeemer, whofe only 
and cmphatical command ft was, " to love one 
<? another;" therefore, on the whole of thefe 
^ound^, although qo perfon wif^es more for ex-* 
tenfive , tolerance, as well in profiting cpmmerce 
a^ the GopAitution, than I do, yet as the greatnefs 
€\f our trade affords unprecedented employment for 
^iutical adventurers, I could wifh, as it feems con- 
jgenial \ylth thp ipirit of our conftitution^ that no 
3riton, as commander, dire<5lor, or agent, of any 
ihip belonging to a Britifli fubjcdl:^ apd conftdered 
pB Britiih, ihould be privileged to retain the nan>es 
and enter his Majefly's ports, ptjierwile than as an 
alien^ who. Ihould directly or indireftly fan6^ion> or 
affiii ip csLvrying on the African trade hereip al- 
luded to, for any otlier diftridts, plantationi^, or 
colonies, than thofe belonging to Great Britain ; 
0therwife the want pf principle, and the defe6t of 
controul (although under the name of ^Rritons), 
would permit them to parry on the trade with its 
former-charged abominations and cruelties; indeli- 
|)le ftigmas, merited by the nation which permits 
them, ^nd which would enable thefe perfons (by 
|eigg pxempt ftom cgqtroul) eilentially ta injure 

. the 
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ti)e engagements, in Africa for the Britifh planta^ 
tions ; therefore^ if not for Britain's interefis by 
carrying to the firitilh colonies only, Britifh fhips^ 
in this particular, ibould not be peritiitted to adt ; 
for whatever caufe there might hav6 been on an 
occaiton not long lince to fay, " live conJUttitloHj 
** ?XihoVL^*convnercB may fuffen" I think it alvva^d 
tight to fay^-^live beneficence^ peififti avaric^^ 

. The good efffe^s of bounties, or premiums^ am 
fo wdll known, that it is unneeeflary to r«itc cvea 
a part of their numerous advantages ; that the uib 
of the plQUgfa and other implements of husbandry 
ihould be encouraged: is ewdent ; that gralTes and 
fuited com^ to fervc as provender for the cattle to 
work the grounds with fuch machinery, is equally 
evident; that the conlequences will be, the faving 
of huiban labour, and the enrichment and melia- 
Hation of the cultured foil by means of the in- 
ereafed- quantities of manure procured by the in« 
creafe of the working and other cattle, when plen* 
tifully provided with fuch farinaceous or gramineous 
produiSlions as the climate and foil will favour, is 
incontroverlible.; and that thefe happy efFe<fts would 
be fortber att^inied with releaie from the toilfome 
drudgery of the daily cutting- or pulling grafi by 
the wearied culturer after his other taxed labour is 
lifliflied, is as demonftrable as defirable: therefore^, 
sUthough tb^ planter woujd profit Sy the^increafe 
pf pti^dtice 19 iiis cropS) And by not living a Kko 
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Ti^r^^^ for the proportion of manual labour;, by 
th^ keeping his cultured grounds in an higher flatc 
of improvement, and by the heartfelt fatisfadion. 
which he would feel^in feeing that his fervants 
returned from their reafonable labour to repofe and 
to enjoy their natural reft, in place of further toil- 
ing for the cattle^s provender after their taxed 
labour; I beg the liberty of faying, that, notwith- 
Handing all thefe advantages, in the infant flate of 
the meafiire (to break through the jog-trot pace) it 
will be neccflary (as by the corn law in Ireland) 
to hold out a premium, rateable according to the 
quantity of grounds laid down annually under 
graffes and corn (which will be attended with the 
further advantage of obviating fcarcities) ; and the 
like premium fhould be granted for the quantity of 
the plantations cultivated and drefled by the plough, 
or other implements of hulbandry, which will 
leffen the neccffify of human labour, and, I have 
good rcafon to believe, will prove the policy, as it 
pofitively does the humanity, of the ideas of Mfv 
Wiibcrfgrcc, &c. 

Humanity ever pleading in favour of the infant 
race, it might not be necelfary to hold out rewards 
for a due attention to thefe innocents ; but as a 
iLnowledgc of this praife-worthy fofterage muft 
fupply the beft tefiimoriy of fuch condu6i, and 
that fuch fervices deferve more than verbal ap- 
probjition, I fl^Qpld l^eg tq propofe, to grants \o 

the 
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the plantation-and the hofpital-phyficians fuch 
proportion as may be confidered reafonable and 
proper, viz. a fum for every infant born within 
fuch medical gentlcmtn's diftridls on the child*s 
arriving at age. But finding it to be cuftomary 
for Haves under their prefent circumftances to 
purchafc their freedom from their proprietors, I 
confider it unnecelTary to mention the circumftances 
under which, in their Hate of indenturefliip, that 
might be efFedted; agreements on thofe heads 
being beft made between the parties themfelves, 
and fo rendered more pleafing to each. 

The attempt to reafon on the multiplicity of 
matter which crowds in on my imagination, medi- 
ately and immediately connected with the well- 
being of the employer and employed (were I capable 
of it) muft render this intended brief relation fo 
prolix as to defeat its purpofe, by preventing men 
importantly employed, and others who do not like 
long (although neceflary) relations, from pcrufing 
it; therefore I will defer thefe fuggeftions- to ano- 
ther day, which however appear to me highly 
neceflary to add to the honour and interefls of 
Great Britain, the benefit and fecurity of the 
planter, and the happinefs of the employed, in 
.earnefl hopes that my prophecy (although by fome 
it may be deemed prefumptuous) will be verified ; 
and if from thofe hints perfons, more able and 
|;>etter qualified^ can deduce fuch inferences as may 
\ lead 
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lead foxoilliderate and advantageroiis tdgihAoM^ 
fo anxioufly by millions wiihdd iot, I wM confider 
inyfelf (although far removed in the back groand) 
moft fortunate* 

Having laid fo much concerning the duty of in- 
fpe6lots, I beg leave to ftate the neccffity of pecu- 
liar chaftity in the appointment of them ; but more 
particularly in the choice of the diredtor or infpedtor 
in this kingdom ; of the general infpedlors on the 
coafl 6f Africa, and of thofe in the colonies ; a 
this is the pivot on which every thing eflential 
tending to the juft execution of the law, to the 
liation's honour, and to the African's advantage, 
muft turn, requires «o elucidation ; for unlefs the 
perfon or perfons appointed to difcharge the duties 
of this office poffefs indifpenfable qualification*, 
viz. humanity, underftanding, probity, and firm- 
ne(s, with the neceffary degree of fervor to bring 
thofe qualifies into a<Stion, the nation muft be 
difappointed^ and the praife-worthy intentions of 
the legiflature will remain, not only as a^ dead 
letter, but, what is worfe, a mere mockery ; by 
permitting error through ignorance, and the exer- 
cife of fraud and injuftice under the fandlion of 
taw.^— -Never to lofe fight of good accommodation 
for the freight would be to exercife humanity 5— 
to approve of proper fbips, and fit them with ad- 
Vantage for the purpofe, and to attend to thei' 
Viftualling, require underftandmg ; — probity wouK 
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(IfUTxx at temptation ; jfinnnefs, after a fhort time^ 
would prove the futility of fuch attempts^ and zeal 
or fervor would awake necefiary difpatch^ and fo 
execute the whole, but not by halves. Daily ex- 
perience teaches me the neceility of preffing thefe 
bbfervations, and my anxioufne(s to have the 
beneficent a<St executed with advantage impels me 
thus, with all due devotion and reverence for the 
appointing power at home, and with the neceilary 
deference and reipedl for thoie in the colonies and 
on the coaft of Africa, humbly and feelingly to 
deelare>that it is from the nusfortune of not having 
eealous and capable infpedtors, dire6lor$, or agents 
at home and abroad, to difcharge the necefiary 
duties, and from that only^ that this plan, or one 
fomewhat limilar, can (in my humble dpinion) fail« 

jilihough we camiot do all the good we wifli^ 
Let us endeavour todo^whatgoodwe can. 
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On clearifing and fumigaithg Shipi. 

AS the neceflity of cleanfing and fumigating 
fhips, together with the fupplying pure air, replete 
with the living principle, or oxygen j cannot be too 
flrongly imprefled, alike to animate and invigorate 
as to pi^event iiff difeafes of the matignknt kind, 
^nd tend to remedy thole which may happen to 
exift, I beg to ftate the methods which are fuccefs- 
fully pradUTed in troop^carrying Iranfports, the 
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more partici^larly in filch of them as at^ flftuch 
crowded, and where difeafe has been attem^ed witb* 
fiK)rtaUty. That a man in good health oofifutnes 
the vital principle contained in Ont gallcfi of at* 
^ofphenc air every miiaute, is admitted ; and that^ 
without a fupply o( fre(h air, or thfc reftor^iDn 6i 
that confumed neeeffary element^ no Imng crea- 
ture can exifl:, is equally lb; mtMk hetice aiife0tiie 
iiiiceffity of |>erpetiial Itreains of pute or onbreathed^ 
*ir, or of a new created oxygeny the vivffttarsrf the 
animal crea^tion ; and of the removal of that alf^eady 
deprived of the kvimg friucifJiff, and Iteded with 
noxious exhalatioifis ; for even th&fe anfifng ftettf 
fte discharges of the moft healthful are fatal^ aiid^ 
Inore particularly when confined wheife heat and. 
ffioifttfre, Ihe parents of ptrtrefa(9:ton^ pfef^ail. As 
heat and moiflure are the acknowledged agents ia 
ft>r warding fermentation, they are equally fo in 
promoting putrefadlion ; and hence is evident the- 
impropriety of wafhing between ttecks> deftitute of. 
air or gun ports, which favour the entrance of flreams 
of air, neeeffary with expedition to abforbor dry * 
iip the moiftiire; nor is it proper to wafli-with 
yii^gar, as more than nineteen of taw^^nty. parfe of 
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* It is with air, in refpod* to water^^as wftb water in its dif-- 
folvipig and fafpending c^alities in refped to fait; for a givea< 
quantity of pure atmofpheric air can only imbibe a certain^ quan- 
tify of water, the pores being then fattirated^-»"Dtfr/^J5riwgip-A/b— its 
drying quality c^fefj. teiefoie^tkc ncceifi^ fdr^ tbt'cof^nttd' 
»: ^ . fepply 



it ^re a^eou^ confequently the medicinal ' Qcid 
very fmsli indeed: therefor^ the waihing with 
vinegar is interdidled, and m^rqly its vapour pro- 
cured by the heated loggerhead with tar, is recomr 
atiended; as by this fimple mode, all that is 
-medicinal is obtained, equally from vinegar as tar. 
The forming devils with gunpowder and vinega'T, 
«jDid icintillating them oS in different parts between 
4eoks is frequently put into execution with great 
^vmiitage-; as not only the yitriolic acid of the 
brimiloh^ the. vegetable acid of the vinegar, buti, 
ivhat is iiiU of more coniequence, the oxygen of 
Ithe nitre is list ioofe . and communicated to every 
pert of the ibip; and the more completely to ob« 
tain the latter^ and in larger quantities, the 
vitriolic acid is poured on nitre, contained la 
earthen pipJtins, bedded in warm fand, and fe 
kqpt gently ilirred by means of glafs, or wooden 
ipatula;s^ laotil they oeafe to emit their invaluable 
.vapours as fmoke; which has been proved by 
jmany aoQurate experiments not merely to contain 
-the vivifying oxygenic principle fo neceflary to 
^mimation, but alfo the means of corrediiiig or 
>di!ninifhing the force and power of malign infec- 
tion : therefore thofe vapours are. difcharged be- 

fupply of iinfaturated air^until the entire of the raoiflure can be 
licked lip, and fo by the air*s current^carried off. This ^agency 
the air-ports fupp1y,but not fo^the completely timbered, enclofed, 
or fubaqueous d^cks; therefore the impropriety of moiftui^, 
where stbe air's free ch:ouhfti0& is not admitted* . 
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tween all the decks, but more abundantly in thoft 
parts of the Ihip moft croif^^ded, and wherever 
difeafe has appeared. 

The windfalls arc kept fet when there is fufi- 
ficient air-breezes to keep them full, othcrwife 
they are ufeleis ; but then the air-machines have 
the efFed (being worked by men) of forcing 
currents of air through the entire fhip, at pncc 
fupplying the neceflary element, and carrying 
oif, through the funnel-decked air tubes, the 
hatchways, and every other aperture, all the 
tainted, azotic, or lethal fluid: thefe, together 
with the frequent fcraping and dry-rubbing thp 
decks, are the matters in general ufe, whilft the 
men are on board and lodged below ; but the 
more perfectly to purify the veflcl, when her 
decks and hold can be cleared, the method pur^- 
fued, after unl umbering, walhing, fcraping, and 
cicaniing the ihip, is, to difcharge iinall cannon, 
or fwivel guns, in the hold and between decks, 
not only for the purpofe of beftowing the whole- 
Ibme and elailic vapours of the gunpowder to 
the furrounding atmofphere, but furttier, by the 
powerful conculEon created in the guns difcharge, 
to dillodge the flceping, poifonous fluid from its 
latent reccffes: then follow^ the burning of charr- 
coal and brimftone, further correftive of mephi- 
tic taint, and deftru6tive of every fpecies of verr 
min (the hatches being kept clofe and covered 

with 
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.ylth the jtarpaulins for the given imo), after- 
?\rards the complete white- walhing, witl;i quicfc 
Jime, terminates the temporary purification : but 
perpetual cleaolinef$^ above all, is recommended^ 
^nd apportioning its mofl airy parts to the dif- 
eai^ ; an attention to the cleanlineis of the 
bailor's habitation is moft effential, and prohibit- 
ing their lleeping in cupboard-like births, ever 
favouring the ftagnation of air, and the collec- 
tion of filth and vermin ; confequently efiablifh- 
ing the feeds of difeafe. Attending to thefe ge- 
peral ideas, and to the purification or correction 
pf the putrid taint in water, fo eafily and 
cheaply efFedled, together with the allotting a 
jdue number of fubjefts to the accommodating 
^aces^ (which by no means ihovild bp go- 
verned 

* Should it not be underfiood what is meant by accomtnodat- 

ing peribns with a given quantity of fpace, I beg to fiate what 

occurred to me in the lalt year at Portfmouth, in two troop- 

f:arrying ihips^^yiz. 

Thf Mainmoutb, 

Ft. In. 

{Abaft — 7 lo^ 
Midfhips - 7 lA 35p|tonj. 
Forward — ^ 4J 
Average — 8 p 

Ft. In. 
Space fqr cabins, betiyeen decks, length — 60 o 

Ditto ditto average breadth 24' 6 

Contains 1^70 fuperficial feet^ and 11760 cubic feet, of aerial 

fpacet 
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vcrncd by tHe flilp's tonnage), bid his to pre- 
vent difeftie on ihTp-;bolird. 



Tie Htffe. 

Ft. In. 



Height between decks - 



'-Abaft 5 * 'J 
Midfhip6$ til 353 tons. 
\ Fonvard 5 $ J 



.Average 5 3 

Ft. lo. 
Space for cabins, between decks, length — 56 o 

Ditto ditto average breadth 24' 6 

Contains 1372 fuperficial feet, and 7302 cubic feet, of aerial 
fpace. 

Thus it 4)peared, that, although the Hofewas^ by the ufoal 
node of two tons to every man, to carry 4fne more than the 
M»nmouth^ yet (he was inferior to the JBibnmouth in point of 
juft accommodation, in the proportion oi forty»cne Xx} Jixty-ftven \ 
hi xe the neceffity of what is above iuggeiied is clearly evident, 
and I can fafely add, that jhe iame may be adjufted with eafe and 
ajccuracy in every fuch fliip^by the formation of a proper fcale. 
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